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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have rectived a valuable letter on Purgatory from Mr. Col- 
lettCt which we regret to he obliged to postpone till our next number. 
A communication, headed " Talk of the FFaH," has been for- 
warded to us, founded on a pretended letter from one PubUua Len- 
tulus to the People and Senate of Rome, a well-knoirn forgery which 
could not deceive any neholar of ordinary leaniiuij. We should 
feel curious to know in what Roman history the writer found silch 
a letter ! If our correspondent should favour us with any future 
communication in the tvfci/ of argument, we hope ke will do so in 
his own name, as we fear the insertion of a bad imitation of the 
Talk of the Road would scarcely be acceptable to our readers j espe- 
cially in the present crowded state of our pages. 

We would request our correspondents ^ both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, to limit th^lengih of their communications ^ and 
not to discuss a variety of distinct topics in one letter. 

All letters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper SackvUle-st, 
To diminish the chance of disappointment, all letters should be 
forwarded to the qffice by the first day of the month. 

Contributors of £1 per annum xvill he furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the Journal, which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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It is a general doctrine of Christianity, not one 
peculiar to any section of it, that our present life 
is a state of probation for a future one. 

By a state of probation we do not mean merely, 
that our future interest is now depending, and 
depending on ourselves, and that we have scope 
and opportunities in this life for that good and 
bad behaviour which God will reward or punish 
hereafter — we mean further, that we are in this 
life in a state of discipline designed for our 
improvement in those characters of virtue and 
piety, which are admittedly a necessary qualifica- 
tion for the happiness of heaven — that this life 
is a state where our characters must be put to the 
proof; and our good qualities confirmed and 
strengthened, if not formed and produced, and 
that none but those whose characters are thus 
fitted for Heaven can ever enter it. 

"We believe that no Christian of any denomi- 
nation will deny that one of the surest tests 
of true religion is, that its doctrines and prac- 
tices are those besf fitted to encourage habits 
of piety, and the practical principle of virtue. 
No Christian, or, indeed, any one acquainted 
with human nature, will deny that vicious indul- 
gence is not only criminal in itself, but that it 
depraves the inward constitution and character; 
or can doubt, on the other hand, that the moral 
principle gains additional strength by exercise, 
and that virtuous self-government is not only 
right in itself, but also improves tlie inward con- 
stitution and character of those who use aright 
the opportunities given them of forming those vir- 
tuous habits which alone can fit us for the enjoy- 
ment of God's presence in heaven. These, we 
think, are propositions universally recognized 
and professed by all Christians, and our Roman 
Ciltholic fellow-countrymen, we doubt not, will 
be ready enough to assert and believe that they 
are truths which lie at the basis of all religion, 
and will, probably, add that they are especially 
inculcated and provided for in tlieir own. 

What we wish at present to call the attention 
of our readers to is, a practice of the Roman 
Catholic Church wliich appears to us to be 
utterly at variance with these general principles, 
and which would exalt mere emotions and feel- 
ings of a transient character, caused, perhaps, 
by fear, or some other great and temporary 
excitement, into the same rank with or even 
above the excellency of virtuous habits, and a 
well-spent life. 

^Yf *'"® *^*'' *^^*'™ saying that such are the views 
of all Roman Catholics, and are sure that many 
intelligent and educated Roman Catholics would 
repudiate any such idea. The question, however. 



is, whether the natural tendency of Romish teach- 
ing is not inevitably, at least in the minds of 
the uneducated and unenlightened classes, to lead 
to such conclusions. 

Let us try the truth of our statement by a 
particular case. 

It would appear to us from Roman Catholic 
books of devotion, and their instructions for the 
dying, that according to their ideas, there is 
nothing so important to a sinner's salvation as 
to elicit particular thoughts and emotions in 
the hour of death, and that a well-managed death 
is practically of more importance than even a well- 
spent life. 

In speaking of the case of malefactors capi- 
tally executed. Dr. John Henry Newman in his 
eighth lecture,* draws a lively picture of the 
execution of a culprit in a (Roman) Catholic i 
state, who, up to the last moment is obdurate, 
and has shewn no signs of contrition : — 

" The crowd about the scaffold is occupied with but 
one thought, whether he has shown signs of conu'itlon ; j 
various reports are in circulation, that he is obdurate, ■ 
that he has yielded, that he is obdurate still. The women ' 
cry out it is impossible ; Josus and Mary will see to it ; 
they are sture he will submit himself to his God before he 
enters into His presence. However, it is, perhaps, con- 
firmed, that the unhappy man is still wuresthng with his 
pride, and though he has that illumination of faith which 
a Catholic cannot but possess, yet he cannot bring himself 
to hate and abhor sins which, except in their awful conse- 
quences, are, as far as their enjoyment, gone from him for 
•ever. He cannot taste again the pleasure of revenge, or of 
forbidden indulgence, yet he cannot get himself to give it 
up, though the world is ]iassing from him. The excite- 
ment of the crowd is at its height; an hour passes, the sus- 
pense is intolerable, when the news is brought of a change, 
that before the crucifix in the solitude of bis cell, at length, 
not unhappy any longer, the happy criminal has subdued 
himself; has prayed with real seliabaseraent ; has expressed 
a charitable thought towards those he has hated ; has 
resigned himself lovingly to his destiny ; has supplicated 
pgrdon ; has confessed with all his heart, and placed himself 
at the disposal of his priest to make such amends, as he 

can make, in his last hour to God and man The 

news comes; it is communicated through the v.ist multitude 
at once, and I have heard from those who have been 
present, never shall they forget the shout of joy which 
burst from every tongue and formed itself into one con- 
cordant Ave of thanksgiving, in acknowledgement of thei 
grace vouchsafed to one so near eternity." 

Mr. Newman then proceeds : — 

" It is not wonderful, then, to find the holy men, who, 
from time to time, have done the pioiis office of preparing 
such criminals for death, so confident of their salvation. 
So well convinced was Father Claver of the eternal happi- 
ness of almost all those whom he assisted, that speaking 
once of some persons who had delivered a criminal into 
the hands of justice, he said, ' God forgive them, but they 
have secured the salvation of this man at the probable 
risk of their own.'"— Page 213. 

We consider the passages, above quoted, as 
startling in the extreme, and inevitably lead to 
the conclusions we have stated. 

That the crowd of spectators at the terrible 
ceremonial should rejoice at the news that the cri- 
minal had confessed his guilt, and become peni- 
tent, even at the last moment, is natural and pro- 
per. Anything, of course, is better than obduracy 
and cherishing the most malignant passions to 
the last moment ; but that Mr. Newman should 
speak of eternal happiness, or have cited Father 
Claver's convictions with approbation, would 
appear to us to be almost incredible, if we had 
not found the following still more extraordinary 
passage in the preceding page 212 : — 

"It is good for human beings todie as infants, before they 
have known good or evil, if they have but received the 
baptism of the Church ; but next to them — who are the 
happiest ? who are the safest 'I for whose departure have 
we more cause to rejoice and be thankful than for theirs, 
who, if they live on are so likely to relapse into old habits 
of sin — but who are taken out of this miserable world 
in the flower of their contrition, and in the freshness of 
their preparation— just at the very moment when they have 
perfected themselves in good dispositions, and from their 
heart have put ofif sin and have come humbly tor pardon, 
and have received the grace of absolution, and been fed 
with the bread of angels, and thus, amid the prayers of 
all men, have departed to their Maker and their Judge!" 



• Lectures on certain difficulties felt by Anglicans in iubmilting 
to the Catholic Cborcli — Burns and Lambert, Lundou (second edition), 
1850. 



We ought not to forget in this place, that 
according to the established rules of the Church 
of Rome, one at least of the so called-sacraments, 
that of Extreme Unction has been withheld from 
the individual who is " so happy and so safe" — 
for that rite is only administered to such as are 
in danger of death by sickness and never either 
to a criminal about to be executed, or to a soldier 

going into the field of battle (See Catholic 

Layman, vol. i., p. 130.) 

We should almost have believed that Father 
Newman's imagination and powers of descrip- 
tion had got the better of his judgment in the 
above passages, and that such notions were only 
prevalent in foreign countries, and did not extend 
to our own, but for a recent occurrence in Ire- 
land, which we think deserving of notice — we 
mean the late remarkable execution in Monaghan 
of the murderers (we should rather say the 
hired assassins, for so they were proved to be,) 
of the unfortunate Mr. Thomas Douglas Bateson 
— Bryan Grant, Neil Quin, and Patrick Coomey, 
who were convicted on the clearest evidence at 
the last spring assizes, the two former as the 
actual perpetrators of the crime, and the latter 
as an accessory before the fact. 

Quin, we are told in the papers of the day 
among others, in the Tablet of the 15th of April, 
had been of a daring, reckless turn of mind, so 
much so, that it is said he was found playing 
at ball with his brother, near a house in which 
an inquest was holding on the body of a man 
with whose murder the coroner's jury found him 
guilty. With one single exception, we are told, 
there was not the slightest exhibition of grief, 
either on the part of the culprits or their fi-iends. 
Quin parted from his newly married wife, the 
evening before his execution, with the utmost 
apparent inditference ; on that morning they par- 
took largely of an excellent breakfast ; two of 
them were found smoking, and all three ap- 
peared in the Ijest of spirits. Coomey said, " he 
never felt so happy as he did at that moment, 
with the confidence before him in a brief time of 
meeting with his Savour." Quin said " that if a 
reprieve should come he would not accept it, as 
he should never be better prepared todie than he 
was at that time." " Thet/ both expressed their 
forgiveness of their prosecutors !'." 

On Sunday morning they were allowed to 
converse together for a short time, and the 
Governor then inquired it they had any declara- 
tion to make, which they might wish published 
after their death. They replied they had not 
made up their minds on the matter. As the 
fatal hour approached, they appeared still more 
elated with the sense of their position. The sub- 
sheriff having expressed himself sorry to see 
three men in their position, " Sorry," said one 
of them, in a tone of surprise, " why, it is glad 
you should be, sir !" and each of them shook the 
narrator by the hand, and expressed " a hope 
that when he was about to die, he would be as 
fully prepared for it as they were !" The sub- 
sheriff then asked if they had any statement to 
make to him in relation to the offence for which 
they were about to die ? " No," said Coomey, 
" Our Saviour said nothing whc?t he was ex- 
ecuted .'" We shall give the rest verbatim from 
the Tablet. 

"When they arrived in the press-room Quin said — 
'Hell cannot now scare us. ' (When the hangman pinioned 
his arms), ' He's doing tlic best job ever was done tor us.' 
(To the reverend gentlemen), 'We return you many thanks, 
gentlemen ; will you not give us your blessing before we 
go?' 

" Both reverend gentlemen then blessed them. 

" Rev. Mr. Smith — ' Bemember the penitent thief on the 
cross ! f)t one moment you'll be in heaven. You hava 
eternal h.ippiness within your reach.' 

" Quia — ' Mary, Mother of God, receive us ! Prepare 
heaven for us !' " 

We need go no further with the dreadful nar- 
rative. The wretched men were hurled into 
eternity evidently expecting that Mary could 
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Ae next moment receive them into beaven, and 
without, it will be observed, a prayer to Jesus, 
even in that dreadfol moment. 

That these unfortunate men sincerely believed 
what they were taught by Mr. Smith and his 
brethren, we cannot doubt ; but that it was a 
frightful delusion under which they laboured, 
and that such delusions, if encouraged, cannot 
fail to encourage crime, and confound all na- 
tional sentiments of virtue and vice among the 
illiterate classes, we think self-evident to every 
rightly constituted mind. These cold-blooded 
murderers did not even make the poor amends of a 
public confession of their guilt, or even a suitable 
display of contrition for it, which, a» far as it 
went, might have tended to deter others from 
following their atrocious example. There is not 
one feature in the case which looks like a charkgt 
of heart arid character ; or affords a well- 
founded foundation for the belief that if they 
bad survived, "they would not have relapsed 
into their old habits of sin." 

We have no doubt that the instructions of 
Roman Catholic confessors, to condemned male- 
fiactors, attain their end with mechanical perfec- 
tion. When once assured that their portion in 
this life is closed, (even though they have spent 
their lives alike regardless of the laws of God 
and man, and gratified every evil passion and 
inclination,) the very worst and most degraded men 
will doubtless gladly enough employ any means 
tvikich they are assured will obtain for them happi- 
ness in the next world too ; and will eagerly seek 
for absolution, which they are assured will wipe 
away all their guilt, and convert them from crimi- 
nals into saints and martyrs. But that there is any 
warrant, in either Scripture or common sense, 
or even in the pecnliar doctrines of lioman- 
ism, for holding ont such men as the happiest 
at men, who have Heaven in their grasp, 
and for whose departure we have most reason 
to rejoice, doe* appear to be, not only unsound, 
bat dangerous in the extreme. 

Pray does the Rev. Mr. Smith believe in pttr- 
gatory f and, if so, what did he mean by telling 
Qnin he should be next moment in Heaven ? 
What must have been the teachings of Mr. 
Smith and his co-adjutors, appears too plainly 
&om the resBlts npon the wretched criminals, 
whose minds seem to have been wholly relieved 
from all such notions as that of expiating the 
temporal consequences of their guilt in purga- 
torial fires; and yet, if either Mr. Smith or Quin 
believed in purgatory at all, how could they 
hope that such a man could escape its ordeal ? 

We, of course, would not wish to convey an 
idea that it is not in the power of God to forgive 
the sins of the greatest criminal at the latest 
bour of his life, or to deny that such a conver- 
sion, however late, may be sincere, and include 
a real change of heart. The case of the peni 
tent thief on the cross is proof of the reverse. 
But we would guard our fellow-countrymen 
ftata being led away by a misapplication of that 
ease, to others wholly unlike it, as the Rev. Mr. 
Smith appears to have been. It has been well 
said that, " there is one such instance given in 
the Holy Scripture that none might despair; 
there is but one, that none might presume." 
We think, however, it is too often overlooked, 
that the case of the penitent thief was 
an extreme one ; and that the faith manifested 
by him was of so extraordinary a character that 
we have more occasion to wonder at its being 
produced, than that, having been produced, it 
should be so rewarded. He confessed Christ 
before men at a moment when no other voice was 
raised in his behalf; when no other was able to 
discern the spiritual character of the Messiah's 
kingdom; when all his disciples had forsaken 
him and fled. We should remember, too, that 
Haa pardon of the penitent thief was pnmoaaced, 
Bot by a fallible man, but by one whose ^e 



could pierce the minutest secrets of the heart, 
and probe the sincerity of his penitence, when 
he expressed his "fear of God," and acknowledged 
the "justice of his condemnation," and prayed tlM 
Lord to " remember him when he should come into 
His kingdom." — St. Luke xxiii. 40, 42. — Donay 
Bible. We think there is a vast difference be- 
tween that and any other case, and that it is 
presumptuous in the highest degree for any mere 
man to promise forgiveness of sins in considera- 
tion of confessions, which may have been (and 
probably were) extorted only by an experience 
of the judgments that those ains had brought 
upon him. None can have a right to promise Hea- 
ven, but He who could judge, not by the outward 
appearance, but was able to discern in the 
humility, and faith, and patience of the thi^ on 
the cross, the embryo of those graces which would 
have developed themselves in a holy life, had he 
been spared. 

It may tend, no doubt, to exalt the powers of 
the priesthood in the eyes of the ignorant and 
vulgar, to represent them as able, in a few mo- 
ments, to exalt the greatest criminals into saints, 
immediately fit for heaven, by the sacraments of 
penance and the Eucharist, without even the fur- 
ther sacrament of extreme unction ; but wethiok 
our readers will agree with ns that such assump- 
tions are presumptuous in the extreme, and cal- 
culated only to degrade Christianity, and do a 
grievous injury to society at large. 

We feel deeply convinced that no thoughtful 
and intelligent Christian, of any denomination, 
can believe that a well-managed death can be, 
in God's eyes, a substitute for a well-spent lift, 
or doubt that such scenes as we have described 
are calculated to do infinite injury to the cause 
of both truth and virtue. 

The only preparation for death suitable to 
Christians placed in a state of probation like 
this, and which we have any sound warrant for 
believing will be effectual, is not the having ex- 
cited any particular feelings and emotitms, or even 
the most unseemly and irrational transports in 
the hour of death, but a daily life of prayer and 
watchfulness, acting constantly with reference to 
God's holy will, and seeking every opportunity 
to cultivate those virtuous habits of mind which 
alone can render us meet to be " partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light." 
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CARDINAL BELLARMINE AND 
CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAY51AX. 

SlK — ^Tum, if you please, to Tolome i., page 98 of the 
Catholic Layman, and candidly say, have yon or have 
you not made an honest use of the passage qaoted at the 
top of column 3, from the writings of UeUarmine, and 
purporting to contain the real sentiments of that gifted 
controversialist? You make him to teach that — "If the 
Pope through mistake should command vice and forbid 
virtue, the church would be bound to believe that vice is 
good osd virtue evil, imless she would sin against con- 
science," aad then yon add, " ! ! ! " by way of expressing 
your horror at the monstrous assertion. But what, Mr. 
Catholic Layman, will your readers say, when I tell 
them that this is a garbled extract, and that, with all the 
caution and honesty in the matter of quotations for which 
yott pride yourself, you have manifestly committed your- 
self here (I wiU not get say advisedly) to a false one, 
for which I call upon you to make the amende 
honorable in your next numbier. But now to the proof, 
which I shaU give yon in the ipsissima verba of Dr. 
Milner, End of Controversy, Richardson's edition, page 
430, note — " The following is a specimen of Barrow's and 
Tillotson'i chicanery, in their Treatise of the Sopiwnacy 
— Bellannine, in working up an argument of the Pope's 
in&lUbiiity, says, hfpotheticaihf, by way of proving the 
falsehood of Ins opponents doctrine, that ' tbia doctrtne 
would oMige the church to believe vices to be good and 
virtue to be bad, in case the Pope were to err in teadiing 
tl»i«-' — Bell, de Scon. Pont, U iv^ c £. Bene* tbMe 
writers take occasion to affirm that BeSarmine fetitivefy 
teackm thai — ' if the Pope should err by enjoining vices, 
or forbidding virtnes, thecharch would be boond to b»- 
li«ve vices to be good and vnloes eviL''— p. J03i This 
shniucfal paralogism has been token up bv most subse^ent 
Protestant contiovertists ! ! .'" 



Should yoH refuse to publish this letter, sr seek ta < 
the difKculty in which I have placed you, I shall esteem 
all your past and future professions of honesty and 
straightforwardness " velut a^ sonans aot cymb^am 
tiimiens." — 1 Cot. xiii. 1. 

I remain, sir, your very humble, 

'Tboogh watchful servaat, 

iNVEsnoAToa. 
Galway, April 21, 1854. 

Whatever may be the merits to which " Investigator " 
can justly lay claim, watchfulness is the very last to which 
we should have expected him to make any pretensions.. 
The article of which he complains was published in Se^ 
tember, 1852. An interval of more than a year aada 
half, therefore, has elapsed, during which oar corres- 
pondent's vigilance has slumbered ; and now that he has 
roused hinoisclf from his nap, he seems to ns to be in the 
condition of those who are suddenly awakened from sleep, 
and for some time do not see things very clearly. 

Had he been awake, and watching our proceedings, all 
the intervening time, we think he would have known aa. 
better than to suppose that we would " refuse to pobliab 
his letter, or seek to evade the difficulty [whatever that 
may be] in which hehas placed us." 

We do not at all profess to be infallible, and lookisg- 
back at the immense number of authorities and references 
which we have cited since the commencement of our 
labours, we suppose it not impossiUe that, notwithstanAig 
all onr care and diligence, we may have made occasional 
mistakes. All that we can do is, to invite our readers, 
some of whom are " watchful" enough, to call onr attestiea 
to any inaccuracies they may discover ; and when such 
are pointed out, we shall never be ashamed to make a manly 
acknowledgement of them. But we hope, before we con- 
clude, to prove to "Investigator" that, in the present 
instance, we have no occasion for any sudi acknowledge- 
ment. 

"Investigator" charges as with makiag a "garUed 
and false extract" from Bellarmioe, in our number for 
September, 1852. We there gave the original Latin text, 
at the foot of the page, accompanied by a reference to the 
exact paragraph of Bellarmine's works where it was to be 
found. One would think that before bringing such a giawa 
charge as that of a "false" quotation, "Investigator"' 
must have gone to Bellarmine's works and found we had 
cited him nnfeirly. If he consulted Bellarmine, he coidd 
not have been very wide awake when he did so, as the jww" 
position which we quoted is clearly maintained by tka 
Cardinal in the place referred to. But the truth, we be- 
lieve, is, that " Investigator" never went farthei- than " Mil- 
ner's End of Controversy ;" and we hope that what we have 
now to say wiU give him a lesson how he put& any egaft- 
denee, for the fiitore, in that very dishoeest writer. 

The charge of " garbling" brought against us, on Mil- 
ner's authority, appears to be this : that we representad 
Bellarmine as positively teaching^ as his own opinion, 
that if the Pope should err, by enjoining vices, or fcr- 
bidding virtues, the church wostd be boond to b^eve 
vices to be good and virtues evil; whereas, in tn^ 
(if we are to believe Milner), Bellarmine said of 
the doctrine of his opponents, . " this doctrine uxmU 
oblige the cbtireh to believe vices to be good and virtnes 
to be bad, in case the Pope were to err in teaefaii% 
this." Now, wlxat will our readers think of Milnei's 
effrontery when we tell them that these words, " this doc- 
trine would oblige," are not to be found in Bellarmine, 
that there is nothing equivalent to them, that they are 
not even implied by the sense of the passage, aad ibmt 
Bellarmine's words are literally and exactly as we gave 
them. This is something far worse than "garbling." A 
writer may, without intending any dishonesty, accidentally 
omit, in a hasty quotation, words which affect the meaniUR 
of the passage ; but, deliberately to insert words wlui£ 
completely alter the sense, is a piece of " chicanery" tat 
which we cannot imagine any excuse. 

It is quite true that this passage occurs in a place 
where Bellarmine is "engaged in proving the falsehood 
of his opponent's doctrine." The same may be said of 
almost any sentence in the cardinal's controvenisi 
writings. Bnt the sentence quoted by us is no part of tlia 
doctrine of his opponents : it is part of his own princq)les, 
by the help of which he confutes his adversaries, and if it 
were denied, his whole argument would fall to the grormd.* 
Why, he not only " positively teaches'' the proposition k* 
attributed to him, Ik also proves it. His proof rons as 
folSows : — The church is bound in doubtful matters to ac- 
quiesce in the judgment of the Pope, to do what he coni- 
mands, and not to do what he forbids : now since she would 
plainly tin against conscience if she did what she believed to 
be a vice, or abstained from what she believed to be virtue^ 
therefore, she is bound to believe that to be good which die 
Pope commands, and evil which he forbids. Consequently, 
if the Pope shoidd err in commanding vices, and prohibis* 
ing virtnes, then the church if bound to bdieve virtnes ta be 
bad, and vices good, unless she would sin against conacieneat 

It seems to us that the cardinal's proof is quite concla- 

• To expLiin the matter in logical laneiuge— BtilarniiiM aaacOa » 
hypothetical proposition, and proceeds to &rftne from the rcmottos €t 
the consequent to the remotioii of the antecedent Of cotir^fl offCh sft 
argument woold brealK du\ra if the lijpothctical proposiiion itaellfrert 
not true ; yet his defenders suppose th&t, becaua.; he denies the coiwft- 
qiKnt, he denies tl« bypotketica) praposttiso tHelf. A wnt of l^ti«* 
acumen thia which w«uU tuva nude dfiaro toae tila patiMtaa. - Fidt- 
DO off. lib. iU. C. 9. 



